Introduction
In situ hybridization (ISH) is the method ofchoice to detect and locate cellular or viral gene transcripts at the single-cell level. The method is now used widely to follow the expression ofa single gene in tissues. However, in many instances it would be extremely useful to detect two different mRNAs in the same tissue section.
In the field of virology, for example, this would allow study of the effects of viral infections on the transcription of specific cellular genes, a question of great interest in persistent infections. The probes used most commonly for ISH are radiolabeled. However, non-isotopic probes, in particular biotinylated cDNA or ohgonucleotides, are used more and more frequently (1, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 14, 21, 22, 23 these limitations, we believe that the technique described here will be a useful tool to study gene expression in general, and viral pathogenesis in particular.
